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He was well received and hospitably treated, with the
result that he partook of too much wine, and on being
asked by the Portugese what the Sultan's intentions
were, replied in such a way that the suspicion of treachery
in the Commander's mind became confirmed. The
Sultan's attendant remained a night in the fort, and
next morning was informed by the Commander that he
regretted he was unwell and unable to visit the Sultan.
Nur Mahamad Khalil then returned to his master's camp,
and fearing Bahadur Shah's displeasure, only told him
part of what had been the result of his interview, declar-
ing, indeed, that the Portugese Commander could not
visit him through fear. To remove this supposed appre-
hension, the Sultan determined to go himself and reassure
the Commander, hoping to induce him to pay a visit to
his camp afterwards. Accordingly, taking with him six
unarmed attendants, he crossed the creek in a boat on
February 14, 1537, and entered the fort. Every honour
was there shown him. Gold-embroidered cloths were set
down for him to walk on, and vast quantities of rose-
water were strewn about to allay the dust and to remove
the odour of the sea. Plates of gold and jewels were
waved round the Sultan's head, and he was seated on a
chair of honour.

Some conversation ensued, and at a prearranged
signal the Portugese drew their swords. Bahadur Shah
now saw his plans had miscarried and had been turned
against himself, and he endeavoured to regain his boat
with his officers. He had almost reached it when he was
killed by a sword-cut, all the attendants also being killed,
and their bodies thrown into the sea. It is supposed
that after Bahadur Shah had regained possession of his
territory, he had written to certain kings in the Deccan,
inviting an alliance against the Portugese, and that one
such letter had come into the hands of the Portugese
Viceroy at Goa. News of the intended treachery was
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